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DEPARMENT OF CONSERVATION & RECREATION 

MOVES TO REFORM STORMWATER MANAGEMENT  
 

State Moves Closer to Full Compliance with Clean Water Act 
 

  
 
In documents to be filed today with the federal government’s Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), the state’s Department of Conservation & Recreation (DCR) moves to bring the agency 
into full compliance with the Clean Water Act.  DCR has been working closely over the past few 
months with federal regulators and other watershed protection groups to reform the quality and 
practices of the agency as they relate to the handling of stormwater.   “We are moving DCR into 
the 21st century in terms of stormwater management practices,” according to Secretary of 
Environmental Affairs Stephen R. Pritchard. “We all recognized the need of the agency to be 
better stewards of the natural resources we are constitutionally obligated to protect, said 
Secretary Pritchard” 
 
In April of this year, the EPA notified DCR that a Notice of Intent (NOI) filed with federal 
regulators in July of 2003 was “administratively incomplete” and that DCR was discharging 
stormwater without a legal federal permit.  The July of 2003 filing was comprised largely of two 
separate plans put together by the former Metropolitan District Commission (MDC) and 
Department of Environmental Management (DEM) a few weeks after the two entities were 
merged to create a unified parks agency now known as the Department of Conservation & 
Recreation (DCR).  One of the goals when DCR was created was to overhaul and improve the 
practices of the state’s efforts to improve water quality in the state parks system.  “We’ve come a 
long way in bringing together coherent and proactive effort to more fully comply with the federal 
Clean Water Act,” said Secretary Pritchard. 



 
 
 
After federal regulators deemed the July of 2003 filing inadequate, Secretary Pritchard moved 
swiftly to establish a DCR Stormwater Team that entered into dialogue with both federal 
regulators and external stakeholders such as the Conservation Law Foundation (CLF) and the 
Charles River Watershed Association (CRWA).   This dialogue resulted in the development of a 
new NOI and the funding and completion of a wide-range of measures for the benefit of 
stormwater management and quality.  These measures included, but were not limited to, 
aggressive program of catch basin cleaning and repair, improved and regular street cleaning of 
DCR parkways, and an environmental audit of all DCR facilities. 
 
A memorandum of understanding (MOU) outlining these commitments by DCR has been agreed 
to in concept by DCR, CLF and CRWA.  A final MOU is expected to be signed sometime next 
week.  It is the intent of the MOU to resolve CLF and CRWA concerns over DCR’s compliance 
with the Clean Water Act and to maintain a productive dialogue regarding stormwater 
management issues.  On April 25, 2005, CLF and CRWA had filed a notice to pursue litigation 
over DCR non-compliance. DCR also worked cooperatively with EPA staff that provided 
technical assistance and guidance in this regard.  The MOU will make litigation unnecessary and 
would allow for fiscal and staff resources and open dialogue with CLF, CRWA and other 
interested groups. 
 
“Working together in good faith to reach our shared goals is what the new DCR is all about,” 
said Secretary Pritchard.   We look forward to a continued group effort focused on the 
development of appropriate practices as part of a final storm water management plan that meets 
or exceeds Clean Water Act standards, according to Pritchard.   
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